Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

What is claimed is: 

1. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station for mail-processing systems, 
the envelope-filling station comprising; 

a feeding device for horizontally feeding enclosures or s e ts of e nc l osur e s 
along a conveying path to a push-in arrangement, the push-in direction of which is 
in the conveying direction of the conveying path; 

an envelope-separating arrangement for separating envelopes from an 
envelope stack and for producing a sequence of separated envelopes; 

an envelope-conveying device which runs parallel to the conveying path, 
alongside the latter,and is intended for receiving the sequence of separated 
envelopes and for transferring the same to an intermediate envelope-conveying 
device wherein the intermediate envelope-conveying device transports the 
envelopes ,onco th e y havo b ee n received from the envelope-conveying device, to 
the push-in arrangement o ss e nt i a ll y paral l el to th e piano of tho convoying path 
upstr e am of th e push i n arrang e m e nt ; and 

an a l igning moans by wh i ch an e nve l ope which i s to b e fi lle d in each cas e i s 
pos i t i oned prec i s el y upstream of th e push in arrangement whor oi n, at l e ast i n an 
e nd s e ct i on wh i ch i s adjac e nt to th e i nt e rm e d i at e env e lop e conv e ying d e vic e , th e 
e nv el op e- conv e ying d e v i c e i s d e s i gn e d such that, w i th driv i ng frict i ona l act i on of 
tho onvo l op o conv e ying d e vice in its convoy i ng direct i on, tho env el ope can b e 
dr i v e n by tho i ntormod i at e e nve l ope convoy i ng d e v i ce to produc e a movement 
w i th a horizontal component transv e rs e to tho conv e y i ng dir e ction of th e envelop e 
conv e y i ng d e vic e ; 
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wherein, the intermediate envelope-conveying device has a conveying 
direction running at an angle in the range of from 15° to 75° to the conveying 
direction of the envelope-conveying device and, in a r e g i on which i s adjac e nt to 
th e e nv el op e conv e ying d e vic e , acts on th e le ad i ng bord e r of th e e nv e lop e such 
that, when tho intormodiato enve l op e convoy i ng d e vice acts on i t, this e nv e lop e 
can be movod without a movem e nt component transvers e to th e conveying 
d i r e ction of th e i nterm e d i at e env el ope convey i ng dev i ce, and, in a section which is 
adjacent to the push-in arrangement, the intermediate envelope-conveying device 
is designed such that a conveyed envelope can be displaced in its plane relative to 
the intermediate envelope-conveying device , fr i ct i onal forc e s b ei ng overcom e in 
th o proc e ss ; 

wherein, provided at the end of the intermediate envelope-conveying 

device, in the position opposite the push-in arrangement, is an angled stop 
arrangement which can be switched at wil l t o the active or inactive state and 
against which, in its active position, the envelope can-fee- is fixedly positioned-^by 
way of two abutt i ng e dg e s, with a l ignm e nt in th e d i rection of i ts pr e cis e pos i t i on 
hy th o i ntermediate e nv el ope conv o y i ng d e v i c e for receiving an enclosure from 
the push-in arrangement ; 

wherein, once the envelope has been filled with afhthe enclosure or a s e t 
of e nc l osur e s, the angled stop arrangement can then be switched to the inactive 
state by th o push i n arrang e m e nt such that the filled envelope can be conveyed 
away from the envelope-filing station by an envelope-advancing device; and 

wherein, once it has been switched to the active state and before being 
switched to the inactive state, the angled stop arrangement can be moved into an 
intermediate stop position in which at least one angled stop part, against which the 
envelope edge which is perpendicular to the push-in direction of the push-in 
arrangement is positioned, is moved back, by a comparatively small distance in 
relation to the push-in movement, in the push-in direction such that, und e r the 
driving frictiona l action of the i nterm e d i ate env el op e convoying d o v i c o , th e f i ll e d 
enve l op e comes fre e of th e push i n arrang e m e nt i n th e push in dir e ction . 



2. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 7 wherein T 

the push-in arrangement contains push-in fingers which can be moved back and 
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forth parallel to the conveying direction of the conveying path, and receives the 
enclosures or sets of enclosures from the conveying path and has an operating 
stroke which is dimensioned to cooperate with ouch that, at the e nd of th e 
operat i ng stroke, tho push in f i ngors proj e ct some way i nto tho f ill ed env el op e but 
com e fr ee of the fil l ed e nv e lope onc e the angled stop arrangement has been 
mov e d i nto the i nt e rmed i ate stop pos i t i on to insert enclosures in the envelope . 

3. (Currently amended) An envelope-conveying station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein the push-in arrangement contains push-in belts which are parallel to one 
another, are provided with push-in fingers and circulate over the feeding devices-it 
being th e oaso that adjacent soto of push i n f i ngers on tho resp e ct i v e bottom 
strand of th e push i n b el ts r e c ei v e e nc l osur e s or s e ts of e nclosur e s from th e 
conv e y i ng path and push th e m into th e op e n e nv el op e s and th e n, wh e n th e ang le d 
stop a rrang e m e nt has mov e d i nto th e int e rm e d i at e stop posit i on and th e f ille d 
enve l ope has com e free of th e push i n arrangem e nt, run ov e r tho front roll e rs of 
tho push i n bo l ts to tho top strand of tho l atter . 

4. (Currently amended) Envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 wherein 
the angled stop part, against which that edg e of the envelope wh i ch runs 
perpend i cular l y to th e push i n direct i on of tho push in arrang e m e nt is positioned, 
is formed by a stopping straightedge which can be switched over between two 
pivoting positions and can be pivoted about a horizontal pivot axis running 
perpendicularly to the push-in direction of the push-in arrangement, one pivoting 
position of the stopping straightedge, in which the latter is located at a greater 
distance from the push-in arrangement, corresponding to the intermediate stop 
position of the angled stopping arrangement. 

5. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 4 7 
wherein the drive of the angled stopping arrangement contains a rotary drive, in 
particular a rotary magnet, acting on the pivot shaft of the stopping straightedge. 

6. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 4- 
wherein the pivot axis of the stopping straightedge is located above or beneath 
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the level of the horizontal plane determined by an intermediate 
envelope-conveying table. 

7. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 7 
wherein an envelope-flap-opening device is arranged upstream of the envelope- 
conveying device. 

8. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein the envelope-conveying device contains endless, circulating conveying 
belts, which are arranged parallel to one another, and, in a section which is 
located upstream of the abovementioned end section, as seen in the conveying 
direction, abutment rollers which each interact with the top strand of the 
conveying belts and butt against the top side of the envelope. 

9. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein, in the abovementioned end section, the envelope-conveying device has, 
as abutment means which interact with the top strand of the conveying belts and 
are positioned against the top side of the envelope, a housing-mounted abutment 
plate or spherical rolling bodies which are guided in cages of a housing-mounted 
abutment plate. 

10. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T wherein 
the intermediate envelope-conveying device contains endless, perforated 
conveying belts running over vacuum chambers, in which case it is possible to 
adjust the vacuum by vacuum chambers located in the abovementioned end 
section, and/or there is a reduction in the number of adjacent perforated conveying 
belts in the end section, such that, in the abovementioned end section, the 
conveyed envelope can be moved with the movement component transverse to 
the conveying direction of the envelope-conveying device. 

11. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein the intermediate envelope-conveying device contains endless, 
circulating conveying belts, which are arranged parallel to one another, and, in 

the region which is adjacent to the envelope-conveying device, abutment rollers 
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which each interact with the top strand of said conveying belts and of which the 
axes of rotation are oriented orthogonally to the conveying direction of the 
intermediate envelope-conveying device. 

12. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 11 T 
wherein T in a region which is located closer to the end of the top strands of the 
conveying belts than to the start thereof, the intermediate envelope-conveying 
device has, as abutment means which interact with the top strand of the 
conveying belts and are positioned against the top side of the envelopes, 
spherical rolling bodies which are guided in cages of a support which can be 
raised and lowered. 

13. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein the intermediate envelope-conveying device contains endless, perforated 
conveying belts running over vacuum chambers, in which case it is possible to 
adjust the vacuum from the region of vacuum chambers located in the vicinity of 
the angled stop arrangement, and/or there is a reduction in the number of adjacent 
perforated conveying belts in this region, such that the conveyed envelope can be 
displaced in its plane relative to the intermediate envelope-conveying device, 
frictional forces being overcome in the process. 

14. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T wherein 
the intermediate envelope-conveying device is controlled such that its conveying 
means are kept in operation even when the conveyed envelope has run up against 
the angled stop arrangement. 

15. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T wherein 
the envelope-advancing device has a conveying direction which runs transversely 
to the push-in direction of the push-in arrangement. 

16. (Currently amended) An envelope-filling station according to Claim 1 T 
wherein the angle of the conveying direction of the intermediate envelope- 
conveying device is in a range from 40° to 50°. 
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